4              FRONTIER AND OVEBSEAS EXPEDITIONS FROM INDIA.

In 1767 lie successfully defeated a Chinese army of 50,000 men
who invaded Burma from the north. The Chinese made another
invasion in 1769, and by :the same route, but were again totally
defeated by the Burmese. At this time, however, the Siamese
rebelled and, successfully throwing off the Burman yoke, recaptur-
ed their lost dominions. Alompra's third son, Patodaw (Bhodaw)
Paya, was the sixth sovereign of the dynasty. He reigned from
about 1780 to 1819 and is regarded by the Burmans as only second
in greatness to his father. He conquered Arakan as far as the
frontier of Bengal, and Martaban and Tenasserim as far as the
boundaries of Siam.

The successor of Patodaw (Bhodaw) Paya was Pagyi-daw,
who invaded and conquered Assam and Manipur and brought on
the Burmese war of 1824-25.

The kings of Burma, from Alompra downwards, were rude
despots. They were utterly ignorant of foreign nations, regarding
Burma as the centre of the universe, and all people outside the
Burman pale as savages and barbarians.

The extensions of the Burmese frontiers to the north and west,
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valley, increased the national arrogance and proved a source of
friction with British India. The situations which in this way arose
from time to time were the preponderating causes of both the first
and second Burmese wars. And, as neither of these very severe
lessons could teach the Burmese court that the British Empire in
India was of a more solid and resisting nature than any of the
countries mentioned in their Royal Chronicles, similar causes in
course of time led to the total extinction of the Burmese mon-
archy and of national independence.